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Nobody knows what is really in the files, cannot
assess their value if they were to enter them, and, to tell
the truth, don't want to do so. It's not only that the good
Professor wrote "incomprehensibly," but he didn't interest
them; he bored them when he was alive; it is a sad job as
well; and his handwriting is indecipherable. Besides, they
know nothing of processing and retrieving information, of
scholarly networks and outlets, of publishing, or of
distribution.

Everyone puts in time, energy, money. Nothing happens.
The publisher, who had a contract regarding one formless
manuscript, thinks he had a marginal deal at best with the
live author, and no deal with a dead one. The President and
the new Dean are preoccupied: Professor Goodfellow just died
of a heart attack, and, a month earlier, Dean Highrise bit
the dust. They, too, had archives. "Can't we let the matter
ride and meanwhile store the stuff with the library?" they

say.

Not that Dr. Stores, the Librarian, is pleased. He
cannot afford to do much with the material. The mircoform
revolution has not stopped the onrush of bulky acquisitions.
He will wedge the files into a cranny and 1ist its availability
to scholars. Someday a student will come to awaken the
dormant archive.
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